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What has been haunting in my mind is the position and destiny Chinese intellectuals experience
in our history. In such an era that lacks ideals, people have cast doubt on the heroes and ideals
of the past. I wanted to catch some scenes that describe such loss of hopes replaced with
hoarding desire for money and power. To compare the past and present, I appropriated the old
and known masterpiece “Night Revel of Han Xizai” which was the best piece of Chinese
traditional figure painting. This old art piece reflected the then social life in the torrents of
transformation, and depicted the life of a worried intellectual and high official in Post-Tang
Dynasty, Han Xizai. He was powerless to fulfill his ideals of reconstructing the country. To
“cleanse” himself, he chose to evade and “indulge in” comfort. After several centuries, even

 1 / 2



Night Revels of Lao Li

though the Chinese dynasties have changed frequently, the status of intellectuals in society has
remained the same. With some thoughts on this question, I created “
Night Revel of Lao Li
”. It is a portrait of contemporary Chinese reality in this new century, portraying the situation of
contemporary Chinese people, and of intellectuals in particular.
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